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Limhﬁdd C Q‘unty has fewer umnsumd than Sta:te nauonal average

‘y JGBBAN ?ENSTER
segister Citizen Staff

Figures released 'I‘uesdc‘ay by the 118,
Census Burean show that Litchfield
County-has its shave of residents with-
out. health insurance, but that percent-
age is well below that of the state or
the nation.

O the total population of the coun-
ry, 185,725, 7.66 percent, - or 14,220
— residents do not have health insur
a as of the 2008 census. That's well
under-the 9.03 percent of uninsured in

_ance, or

LhL state of Connecticut and far below
the 15.10 percent nationwide. o
Litehfield County also does well

when stacked up against other coun-

ties. Highest in the state is Windham
County, with a 12.49 percent rate of

~uninsured. Litchfield County does not
have the best rate either, though it’s -

¢lose. Tolland County, which also has
the lowest population in the state, has
7,880 rosidpnt.s without health insue
5.46 percent of the county’s
total population.

In June, Connecticut's Office of

Health Care Access (OCHA) released
data that suggests a high cost to hos-
pital emergency rooms that treat the
uninsured. Tim LeBouthillier, director

of marketing and public Relations at

The Charlotte Hungerford Hospital,

confirmed that the hospital does treat
the uninsured and that it dees cost
- the hospital a considerable amount, of

money, although he chd call # part of

L)

" the hospital’s “mission.”

According to OCHA, uninsured
inpatient ht)spr,alvculons decreased
by 6.6 percent, from 12,688, in 2008

“over the previous three years. The
cost, though, has gone up.

OCHA ‘defines an “uninsured hospi-
talization” as “one for which no third
party payer is responsible for payment
and which often results i financial
burdens for patients and their families

--along with hospitals.”

“The associated charges to ireat
these uninsured patienis rose by 14
percent to more than $239 million,” a
press release said.

See GOBVERED, Page A10
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ceﬁtaéé of uhm‘s'

':'-ngect '

whole stow

. undermsured"

lem’or bigger.” ‘She’ pomfb to

statistics’ attribute 62 percent:
of. bankruptues namonaily are’.

ding to Ellen Andrews, -
¢ director. of - New:
aven-based CT: Heaith Poficy -
health: insurance
advocacy-and education group,”
‘those: numbers dont tell me 3

evenrthmg, _:'she saud. Oi course _

;- thereisalsothe gaod news that
~fewer Litchfield residents’strug: -

f_cle with'the difficulties access- |
.ing care and the €conomic costs:

of hiving without insurance. -
“The other good:news is that

ﬁ_nof: only’ does 1 Litchfield County
“have a-lower rate ‘of. umnsuzed-
“.* resideénts than the:rest of ihe -
Andrews- __says tha& bemd.g
“as ‘big a'prob-.

state, Andrews: said there ate -
programs in place to heip those o
Who can % afioxd health care.

._causecl by a major- health con-;_." Jealth

~Cern.:

-have the:healih cov erage Tiéed-

“ed to-pay for’a major heakth:
crisis; that crisis can result in’

“the' loss of a home.”

“They're al risk 'cf iesm&

a ré31dent is. Imng pay-in
check to pavcheck and- doesi’t” pr e
who need it most.

‘Gertrude (¥ Suilwan com-"'

-mumcatlons director for the
*.foundation, said her non-proﬁt
~has 1dent1ﬁec§ three areas of
~concern, and focuses “on fund-

ing programs”in” those “areas::
Mental health, oral health a:ﬂd'
aceess o services, -

- Connécticut’s Nmthwest
Corner . ‘does present some
urique problems; for the' Uhin- :
sured ~dnd.urderinsured,” in
part becaise it is & rural area
with o deaxth of transportamm
options. R e

*For certam semces thoy
have to go - to Torringion or
Poughkeepsie:,” A’Sullivan-said. -
For:a famtily ‘who iz fonly one
medical erisis:away. fronydisas-
ter,” that: dzstance can be a real
pxoblem -

In terms of mentai healfh
O'Sullivanpoigted -out-aspro-
gram run by Torrington’s Prirme
Time Holse; and-funded by the-
foundation; that:offers $250.per
person, permorth-{or preserip-
tlon- assistance :to - individuals -
living 300 pexcent, below the
poverty line..

On the whoie Connecucut
as a state is doing some-things .-
very well, and doin'g:(_)‘thers not”
so - well: “Making “health: care
affordableor, as shepput it,” pro—- '
fecting coristuners’ pockets, ™ i
sornething 'we do leally badly,
Andrews said. _

- At'the same. t1me the state
does provide services, Andiews
said, likeOGHA and the Ofﬁce
of Lhe Health care Advocate. :;

“They're one of the best kept
secrets in the state,” shésaid. ~-

“Jordan o Fenster” Clean.
be reached by esmidil al

dfenster@registercitizen.conm.



