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‘ depnved of procunng basic
to schos to'medlcala

: Thatswhythe county’s dec ,

'LOOP bus service in January of 2009 left a gapmg hole .
in the lives of so many residents in the Harlem Valley and
beyond — residents whom from that point onward had 1 no ,

~way to get where they needed to go at a reasonable cost.

As a direct result from those cuts, the Foundation for
Community Health, based in Sharon, Conn., took immedi-
ate action. It formed a task force that i cludes municipal
representanves, county groups, Qtif'or-p"rdﬁ

area reszdents in northeaster D1 hessCounty The task

Valley It had no preferenc f 1
from county or from local commun
'North East Community Center ( NECC) And whlle NE ,
~ has continually provxdecithe Care Car, for example,asa
_means to transport people to Where they need to go, 11: s the' ;

_ was rewarded when 1
~which is the second stage of serv1ce remstatements due ~
this year. The first stage was for fixed line routes, which thus
far does have one sole LOOP bus route currently endmg at
the Metro-North train station in Wassaic.

The flex service is just now being pmposed along w1th an
invitation by the county for the task force to help designa
custom transportation service to provide for the needs of the,
Harlem Valley. That s practically offering the task force carte
blanche. What more could residents ask for, except, perhaps, -
to weigh in directly on the proposed plan. Well, fortunately, :
they can do exactly that as the task force has created a survey,
along with the - help of its consultants, so residents can voice
their opinions on what types of bus routes they think would
best suit the region. (For the dlfferent optlons, read Cory *
AHyn s story on page Al.) ,

The best way to ensure optimal service is to partzapate In
other words — fill out those surveys' They will help shape
the type of transportation services the county will likely
prewde thmugh :d:s ﬂex service program Now the bus route

 (for now),

children an vcm' fnends The only way to reaﬂy do that is -
by filling out the survey and sending it back to the Founda~ f
tion for Community Health. And the foundation is mak- |
ing it easy. The surveys are online, available by phone orin

~person at the NorthEast/Millerton Library and also through
municipal representatives. Call 1-800-695- 7210 orgoto
fchealth.org for more information. - -
_ This is a rare and wonderful opportumty for re51dents to
help shape local transportatlon routes, so don’t let it pass
you by. Stand up and be counted, and then welcome that bus
back as it takes you exactly where you nced to go : :




